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To the Conſcientious RE ADER= 
' Whether Conformiſt or Nonconſormiſt. 


* Chriſtian Reader, 


mined, when the Church ran the ſame fartune with the State;; 
Schiſms and Diviſions rent the Profeſſors. of Religion, and: 
Ecclefiaftical Wars followed the National. Hu  Mejeſty 
happily reftored, ſome wiſe men, reflecting on thoſe: numerens. Exrors: 
| and Hereſies vented amongſt us under the former Changes of -Gevern=. 
Y ment, thought that their Birth and Original did preatly owe it ſelf to 
| rhe lackying the Reins of Chnrch- Rule and Order. To beat: which 
Cy Diftempers, they conceived nothing mare effeliual, than the preſſing of 
j all th a rigorow Hniformity. Accordingly.\ Atts to-that purpoſe were 
mide by our great Repreſentatives, formed bythe "Royal Aſſent into 
|. Eſtabliſhed Laws, But Men are fallible; nor can we expebt our Seng-. 
fors ſhould be Proph:ts, It hath been ſince underftord that "tis 3 
1 ' ble to reconcile the different Apprebenſions of Mankind in Religious Af 
fairs; and that external Force '1n matters of Conſc:ence, may makg 
Hypocrites, but few Converts ; Differences have not bee leſſoned,; but 
rather improved. And at this day were it throughly examined, Tole- E- 
ration did not produce more Heraticks formerly, than the contra- pro- Ph. 
| ceedings have done fince. Onr Gracious Soveraign (many are dijpoſed | 
Y fo hope) bath lately recerved other Impreſſions, ( and with bimthoſe 
| whoſe Reputation for Diſcretion and Lojalty, Exvyit ſelf cannot taint.) 
He has not yet ſaid, That the modeſt and bumble deſires of ſome for Li- 
berty of Conſcience, dodifpleaſe Him; nor is Indulgence (aword foun+ 
ding ſo harſh in ſome Ears) heard with any profeiſed averſion, asthey 
do believe. A ſober, due, and well-ſtated Liberty, s-preſumed at-pre+ 
ſent England's Grand Intereſt, both '0» « Crvil and Spiritual Ac 
count. Trade, the Support and Splendour of the Nation, 4maufeſily 
| A 2 decayed, 


| N O ſooner had our late Civil Fends (of deplored merry) deter- 
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To the Conſcientious READ ER. | 
Becazed, (4s witneſs both the Sword, Plogue, and Fire) mo#t likely te 
be repaired that way : And Piety, the Honour and Happineſs of any 
People, probably to flouriſh; beſides, Catholick, Charity (ſo inge= 
nioully pleaded for of late) will ſucceed thoſe heats and paſſions, 
which have been too predominant amongſt us. Matters in this poſture, 
: whilſt the'poor Noncouformiſts pleaſe themſelves with the hopes of Lt- 
berty, ſome who thought it thar IntereFt to oppoſe it, quickued by the 


fears of the Univerſal Expetation, 'and (uſpuions of his Majeſties 


Clemency to ſober aud peaceable Diſſemers, beitir themſelves ; preach, 
print [nveftives againſt their Chriſtian Brethren ; heap Slanders, Ca- 
lummnies, and Reproaches upon them; and not content to brand them as 
very Fools, Sots, and Mad-men.; they repreſent them all in general 


Enemies to Government, Anti-Monarchiſts, and what not ? Immoral 


in their Lives, corrupt in their Principles, meer Hypocrites 3n Religion, 
proud, inſolent, peeviſh, male-content, with a thouſand other baſe and 
dirty terms : And yet have the ſhameleſs impudence to preface ſuch Diſ- 
courſes with a Proteſtation of their Calmneſs and Candour, That they 
have. no Gall, are of a'tame and ſoftly humour, &c. Amongſt all 
which Books (for the Licentions Preſs hath brought forth a whole 
Rout of them) [have ſingled ont one, entituled, A Diſcourſe of Ec-. 
clefiaſtical Polity,:&c.. Not to.auſwer the Anthor : For ſuch a Co- 
loſſua of Wit, ſuch a Giant in Underflanding, (4s he modeſtly all along 
charatters bhimfelf) ts nat to be exconntred by a puny Adverſary.: They 
wut? not be little Cattel to mbble at a Reply, (11 #5 a new:con'd Mug- 
phoy of his own) but ſuch as can bite till their Tecth meet, to keep'ts 
his Animal Alluſion. 1 oxely deſign to preſent the Reader with. ſome 
few of the many Paſſages 12 hes Book, wherein Paſſion, Pride, Preju«. 
dice, Scorn, Contempt and [nſolence, apptar with that bold Forehead 
aud daring Confidence, as the whole World mill ſcarce fellow him. That 
a young Pragmaticus ſo magifterially ſhould Sit and Fudge, Cenſure. 
and Sentence the whole Univerſe, as twere ;, # ſuch a monſtrow prece 
of «Arrogance, 4 I know not bow tothink on't with auy tolerable pa- 
tence. In him methinks 1 view that Philiſtine-Monfter coming forth, 
and bidding _ to. the Hoſts of Iſrael. But that which would 
anaze all who have the leaſt Sentiments of Religion, in his Preface he 
calls bis Railing Rhetorick, the Difiates of the Juſt and Pjous Re- 
_ ſ:ntments of his Mind ; wanld cloath a Diabolrcal Fury in the Gark 
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To the Conſcientious: READER, | 
of Piety. © How dares he termtheſe Stygian Streams, the Waters of the: 
Sanltuary, and adopt bis Extravagancies into the F amily of Relzgio 2? 

What, doth be attepopt to confute Atheiſts, whoſe Writings de dre 


Peake . 


tempt to Atheiſm ? Beſides, rather than bis bitter, raſh, wicke 


 3ng ſhall not be excuſed , our Bleſſed Saviour muſt be brought on the 


Stage, 4s ſeeming to countenance it ; and his whipping the Buyers and 
Selters out of the Temple, :-wſt be bis Apology for the mntemperate 
Laſhes of his Tongue 3 a Tongue ſet on Fire of Hell. And. they 
in his beat, forgets a due Reverence to God himſelf, and mad!y accuſes 
Chriſt Jeſus of being in a hot Fit of Zeal, Tranſpote of Paſſion, 
and at the very height of Impatience. - to what Sins and Follies 
will anſantified Wit, and proud: Self-admur ation, Frapeate a man, 
Nor-is he leſs Savage and Cruel, than Propbane ; all along inciting the 
Magiſtrates to the utter Extirpation of Phanaticks 3 telling them its 
much ſafer to tolerate: pen Debaucheries, than Liberty of Con- 
ſcience. {rging for ſeverer Laws againſt Nonconformiſts. Ts this the 
Spirit of a Chriſtian? Nay, and a Minifter of the Goſpel ? But peace, 
this Maſter of Reaſon can juſtifie himſelf, and produce Scripture to fo* 
lence us; Did not the Diſciples once call-for Exe from Heaven 10 con- 


ſame their Enemies? If he had ſaid this was 4 hot Fit of Zeal,or 74- 


ther Fury, none would-have diſputed it. But whither doth a Foſt Indig- 
nation carry me? Read but the enſuing Collethons, they are bis own 
Words ; ſuſpend thy Fudgement of the Man, till thou haſt peruſed them, 
and then, if thou canſt, have- other thaughts of him than wy ſelf. 
How doth he Rant and Rail againſt Nonconformiſts ! How prophane and 
 1mpo4 1n bus flouts and jears. How dyh he droll upon Religion pF 
fncere Adorers ? and yet in his diſcourfing with Arhieiſts, condemn 
them for it, Thou that abhorreſt Idols, doft thou commit.Sacti- 
lege! I dare to ſay, from 4 confiderate view of bis furion temper aud. 
Prit he accounts that Scripture Apacripha, Let:your moderation 
be known unto all men, for .the Lord's at MS \\Dabut ſee the 


| frrange unheard-of Notions be bath .afſerted.: Oh! what a brave 
large Conſcience has this Gentleman now -purchaſed,that ſcorns to mince 
or boggle at thoſe things, would ſcare. and fright anyother Man's. al- 
mot. I amunform:d that at his Induttion intoQrders, he peremporgly 
wefuſed the Ceremeny of bowing towards the Altar," but .tempor3 
muratur ad-illis, be « changed vow ſufficiently, and | am apt to think, _ 

| | from 


\ To the Conſcientios READER, 
from his Guy a publick, Conſcience, ſhenld Chinrch or State 
commund the Maſs or Alchorgan Fe »ſcd in room of the Liturgy,” be 
would conform to it, Nay, fhoxiq Jupiter, or any other Heathen Deity 
bt ſet np, he would-not be aNonconformift. Alas ! the rhrie Chil. 
dren were but ſhallow for not worſhipping the Kings Image, they bad 
tender Heads « well a tender Gonſci:nces : Oar Vertuofo bath 
learn'd more wit, thax he had few years ſince ; and the advance to bis 
Graces Chaplainſhip, hath almoft maie him Graceleſs, So true i 
that common ſajing, Honours change mens minds and manners. 
He can now accuſe bis fellew Chriſtians of Sedition, Hypocriſie, Rgbel- 
lion, Schiſm, Fattion, Immorality, Impiety and Diſobedience : call 
them Cattel, Vermin, ( but havivg occaſion to ſpeak of the Pope, 
the old Gentlemiti at Rowe is bis worſt title) and after all wipe bis 
mohith and ſay, I have done no evil, For my part ( till God give him 
repentance) 1 mnt and will look upon bin as the perfett Image of the 
great Accuſer of the Brethren, one who may very well claim Kindred 
with him. But I need not draw bis Pifture, he hath done it himſelf 
in his Book,, where the Reader may ſer his complexion, and judge whe- 
thier it be cold or no, as be profeſſes. A Flint ts indeed of a cold com- 
plexion, yet full of fire within : becauſe he will needs have it fo, I will 
gran him to be what be (ayes ; but I amſare he hath ſirack ont not on- 
y ſparks but flames of fire. Latet Anguis in Herba, ho that ſhould 
' read thoſe Expreſſions m his Preface, how tame a nature he bath, of 
what a ſoftly ſweet temper he 5s, conld ſuſpeft him ſo grand a cheat. 
If ever any mar ſat inthe Chajr of the ſcornful, and with an impe- 
ro and inſolent Aſpett viewed his Brethrtu, he hath done it to pur= 
poſe. And if God pronounce them bleſſed who place not themſelves 
there, we know what they deſerve who chuſeitt, His prond and rmpe- 
710 conclufion, What I have written, I have written ; and daring 
his Opponents to Reply ; merits both pity and laughter : I canyot but 
ity bus palpable vanity and conceitednefs, and ſmile at bis bravado, Hy 
knows he s ſecure enonph from a ſmart and honie return. For who ſhall 
Licenſe an Anſwer to his Book, , not bis Grace's Chaplain ['le war- 
rant ye. Jt uſed tobe ajeft inold time, Why do the Puritans ſpeak 
through the Noſe ? Becauſe the Biſhops opt their Mouths, Mr. 
P. bath clearly the advantage, be can Prate, Preach and Print what 
he pleaſe, and his Arguments (happy man) are of that force, that _ 
7 | | able 


To the Conſcientious READER. 

ableft Adverſaties dare not enter the Lifts with him. But, pray Sir, 
tet ms whiſper a word 11 your Ear, They want not ſtrength of Reaſon, or 
dint of Arguments, but that you call a Licence, and your Worſhip 
they bope has more wit then to ſuffer a Confutation to your Book to come 
forth i publick, Cum Piivilegio. How vain and fooliſh i his confs- 
dence then ? For ſhame leave bragging of yonr abilities, and inſulting 
over the ſilence of your Opponents ; you are net to be reſolved what ts 
the true Reaſon ; ſuffer but the Preſs the freedom only of contending 
with your ſelf, and then cry ViEoiia when you bave cleared the Field, 
But the Nonconformiſts are not to expett that favour from you, How- 
ever, in time prſſibly the Book may recerve an Anſiver by ſome 5hillful 

Pen, and indeed the Glory of God, and vindication of his injured © 
Truth and Honour, really obliges to that ſervice and undertaking. In 
the mean while Reader, take a ſhort view of the Author's ſpirit,where- 
in ranconr, malice and revenge, are lively diſplayed. I juſt now re- 
wember the ſlory : A Brſhop arms himſelf againit his Soveraign, and 
takyn priſoner in warlike habilimemts, the Pope interceeds for him; 
upon which his Coat of Mail was ſent to Rome with this ſaying, Vide, 
an hzc fit tunica filii tui ? Whoever thos art, that reads the hoping 
Excerpta, jdge whether ſuch language becames a Chriſtian, or ſmit 
the meeknefs, [eoriety and love, which our Bleſſed Saviour taught and 
praftiſed. But the Author bluſhes to be guilty of ſuch weakneſs; the 
Primiutve Chriſtians were men of poor and low ſpirits; he thinks 
Chriſtianity carries a better grandenr and authority, when ſet off with 
mnvellives, ſmart and angry Satyri and Auathema's, againſt all who 
have not an implicit Faith in following hs | cy And indeed be 
| & ſo outragious 1n hs expreſſions, Penning bis Book in ſo flirious a dia- 
keft, that bis Name may be very well changed into Barker, as an Hc- 
nourable Perſon :s ſaid to Chriſten hin by, Now from all ſuch 


Arch-Chaplains, Libera Nos, 


THE 


R 
& 
| 
' 
| 
| 
[ 
f 
i 


5,88 - : 
IH % \ ; 4 
es. by... \ < 9 ) ; 
*N HRW nt ED 
©] 1-2 \ . . . . , % v7 
4s FL E . PF J 
| © $o 


T The Portraiture of My. S. Parker's Spirit, @c: 
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Prophane Jeers and Satyrs. 


| Preface, Or of all Y:laws, the well-meaning Zealot is the 
| P8353 $- moſt dangerous; their Gedl;veſs makes them bold's: 
furious : And however their Attempts ſucceed, 
-- they ate ſure of. the Reivards of Saints and Mate" 
LyIS- ND x 
Thid, And wine fo glorious as to loſe their Lives in the Cauſe of 
God ? One would think the world were not now to be taught that 
there is nothing ſo difficult to be managed as godly Zeal. | 
Page 13. Ktligion ſandtifies all their Paſſions ; Anger, Malice 
and Bitterneſs, are boly Fervosrs in the Canſe of God. 
' Mid. Teal for the Glory of God 'will both excuſe and juſtifie 
any Enormity. | 
| Ibid, Arm'd with Rel:gion, and led on by the Spirit of God, to 
diturb the publick peace, &c. | 
. P.15. And when Paſſion becomes holy, then it can never be 
exorbitant. | 
P.16. And thus are their Vices ſautified by their Conſciencer. 
P.57- Filling the World with a 6#zze and. noiſe of the Divine 
| Spirit, | 
Nt, And better be lewd anddebauched, than live an honeſt 
|  andvertuous Life, if you are not of the godly party, | 
l P.74. And inſtead of a ſober Devotion, they have broughtin # 
more ſpiritual and intimate way of Communion with'God, thatin 
treth confilts in little elſe but meeting together inprivate, to prate 
"Phraſes, make Faces, and rail again(t Carnal Reaſon, z. e. in their 
ſeaſe'all ſober and ſincere uſe of our Undeiſtandings. in ſpiritual 
matters. | 
Their Piety then ſaniTified Fary. 
— . : B 


P.150, 


X LO) , 

P.150. When Paſſion is fired with Religious Zeal, nothing can | 
temper its outragious and Faratich, Heats, | 

P.151, No malice ſo ſpiteful and implacable, as the. Zeal of 4 
godly Party ; not apy Rage ſo fierce and mercileſs as ſanttied Bars. 
bariſm. | 

ta. All the Ancient Tyranny has in ſome places been out. 
done by a thorough.Gadly Reformation. . . 

P.168. It is an Eternal Truth, that for the godly Party not tobe 
uppermolt, .is and ever will be Perſecution, 

\.P.x78. All the piow Yillaxies that have ever difturbedithe Chet. 
ſian Wotld, have ſheſtered themſelves jn this Grand Mexim; That: 
Feſus Chrift is the onely Law-givet to hits Church. 2 | 

" P.263.' When to pick Quarrels with the Laws, &c. ſhall be 
made the ſpecifick Charaer of the godly Party, 40d when giddy and 
humirons Zeal, ſhall not onely excuſe but ballow Diſobedience, 
when every. one that hath Pride enongh to: fancy himſelf a 
Chldaf Ged, ſhall have licenſe tg deſpiſe Authority, andds whae- 

© liſt, 5 Earn . . FF ” 

P.267, The laſt Refuge for god/y Deſobedience, &e. 73 

P.278, Itis a glorious thing to ſuffer for a tender Conſcrencs, ec, 
and then what Godly men are they, thatare ſo readyto be-puniſh- 
ed for a good Conſcience ! It is their Ephod and their Terraphim; ;.e, 
the onely maik of their Godlineſs, and ſymbol of: theit Re/rg1on, and 
if you rob them of that,' you take away their Gods, and whut have 
they mare-? ST RE Fe 

P.282. And toendure neither Laws nor Supertours, becauſe 
they are proud enough to think themſelves more boly than: their 


Nezghboars.. E | 

 P.284, Now to permit theſe Men their Liberty, who miſtake 
Tuſolence for Tenderneſs of Conſcience ; is to. indulge Zealous ldpots- 
in their Folly, and ts infeſt their Government with a ſullex-and 
croſs-prain'd Godlineſs. ps. 

322. And when they are once let looſe, who then can ſet" 
Bounds to the. Wi{dnefſes of Godly Madneſs ? (2 Hglef 

And if they will endure to be checked, ec, by every: Syſhome- 
ticalTheologue (and moſt, not to ſay the beſt, of our Adverſaries 
are little beter) ce | 4 Bog 


E.- 'P.307. 
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.*»Þ,307, From' all the Diftuthances of a ways _—_ Mapag's 
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Pref P. 5 3. 1 Princes would but conſider bow [fable Mankind 
are to abuſe themſelves with ſerious and canſcientions Pillames,, they 
would quickly fee'it to be abſolutely neceſlary to the'Pexce and 
Happineſs of ' their Kingdoms, / thar there be ſet! up. amore ſevere 
Government over mens Conſcience and TE aro torage; 
than over their Yices and Immonlicies. : > 

[b:d, I ſhall refer the Reader to'my Book, where I think1 have 
proved enough to ſatisfie any Man of an Ordinary UnderBanding, 
That Princes may with leſs hazzard give Liberty. to Mens F; an end 
Debaucheries, than to their Conſcievces; | 

P.rz. [When the Vettues of 'the (Godly are/more progrant vi 
miſchief and 'villazy, than the Vices of the Wicked. 213 6571 
- P.18. Now: when '*tis-ſo difficult. for Magiſtiates: 16 remove 
theſe Religious Yices, or to bridle their Unrulineſs 'they.muſt 
needs find it an incompirably harder Task to reſtrain the Extydva- 
oxnciesof Zeal, thatnof Lewdneſs and Debanchery,o i At 

P.19. And this certainly hath ever- been-one; of: the moft fatal 
miſcatrizces of all Governours that have gohe about ti6lgoverniun- 
ruly Conſciences by more cafie and remiſs'Laws, thin thoſe that 
are onely able to ſuppreſs ſcandalawsand confeſled Vilumers +: 

P.78. Are not wrong Notions of the Divine Worſhip dw 
ſtruRcive of the Peace and Settlement of Commonyealths, as the 
moſt vitiows #nd Ticentious Debancheries 2 | ;L 


Moral Vertues and Gratt, not of a different natwre or refpelty} 
but the ſane 0 all Acconnts and C [anfiderationt« T3 


. © -P.65. Contents,” Of-the villany of thaſe mens: Religion, tha | 

are wont to diſtinguiſh between” Grace and/Vertwer's® 11275 2 
""P.68; The Precepts' of the Moral Lavware botlyperſeAive of 
Our own #at#res, and conducive ar the happineſs -ofnethers:; ns 
2 the 


\%,,,. © 

the praRiſe of Yertue conſiſts in living ſuitably to the DiRates of 
Reaſon and Nature, And this is the ſubſtance and main deſign of 
all the Laws of Religion, to oblige mankind to behave themſelves 
in all their Actions, as becomes Creaturesendowed with Reaſon 
and Underſtanding, and in Ways ſuitable to Rational Beings, to. 
prepare and qualifie themſelves for the ſtate of Glory and Im. 
avormlidy. ©. 1 L4 47,5, 

P. 69, So that moral vertue having the Rrongeſt and moſt ne. 
ceſlary influence upon the end of all Religion (viz.) man's happi- 
neſs; ir is not only irs moſt material and uſeful part, but the »/. 
timate end of -all its other duties, and all true Religiox can conſilk 
in nothing e/ſe but either the practiſe of Vertue it (elf, or the uſe 
of ' thoſe means and inftruments that contribute toit, | 

P.z1. All Religion then (I mean the praRical part ) is eithex 
Vertme it ſelf, or ſome of its :»ſiruments, and the whole duty of man 

conſiſts in being vertuoms, &c. / 
' 'P.72, All that the Scripture intends by the Graves of the Spi- 
rit, are only. vertuous qualities of the Soul, that are therefore 
Ailed Graces, becauſe they are derived purely from God's. free 
' Grace and (3oodneſs. / 

P.76. So that all Re/zgio# muſt of neceſſity be reſolved into 
Enthuſiaſm or Morality, The former is meer :mpoſiure, and 
therefore alt that is 5rwe muſt be reduced to the /arter, 

.'P:77." 'The whole ſtate of affairs is briefly this; as is ſent 
into the world to live happily here, and prepare himſelf for happineſs 
hereafter; this is attained by the practiſe of oral Vertues, and 
Pio Devotions. | | 


Tender Conſciences, ſcornfully wilified antl reproached. 


R.269. A weak Conſcience 18 the produR of a weak Under ſtays 
ding ; and-heiss very ſubtle Man 4at caa find the difference be- 
tween a tender Head and a tender Conſcience. | 
!- P.272, Doubts are the natural produdts of [gnorance, Weak- 
neſs is their Parents, and Folly their Nurſe. | 
' P.279, Weakneſs of Conſcience, alwayes proceeds in ſome 
meaſure from want of wit. 
OM | P.285, 


(#37) _.. OR 
- -P,z85. And FOO os PERTAIN Sarats 
mult be /aſhed out of their ſulexneſf; otherwile they wilt bean &- 
ternal annoyance to all Government, with the child; and whi- 
#ing pretences of a iveak and crazy Conſcience. * 

The tenderneſs of their Conſciences ( for which forſooth they 
muſt be born' with') *confits in nothing-ete burtheir being the 


greateſt andimoft notorious” Hireriokr. ct i ne he > # 
--- And now upon the reſult'of rheſ&particulars, T leave it firſt to 
the publick Authority to confider, whether it be not a wonderful 
Wiſe piece of good vat#re to be tender and indulgent'to- theſe poor - 
render Conſorontes.- - 7 967 10128 119 ge uv | . 
P4306, (It. is prodigioufly ſtrange; (ant jet 'as rommontos) to 
conſider how m# men; 'who*pretend "(ard tharperbaps ffncerely) 
ko great tenderneſs of Conſciencey” and ſcruple” poſtnres and inno- 
cent Ceremonies, are To hardy as to diget# the moſt wicked and 
woft miſchievous vilames, a5\) 1992 169 

And thietefote inftead of being complyed with, they mult be re- 
firained with « more pertmptory 8 wwyielding zigourithan vaked and 
unſanRified vilames, elſe they will quickl Aſcover themſelves 
to be pregnant With greater and more'fatdl vingers: Df IE 


Publick, Confci ener; 


-+ P.308$,. In caſes & 4:Þþutes of a/publick-Concern,' private: Men 
are not properly ſus Jur#, they have no-power over'their own attie- 
017, they are not to be direRed by their own judgments, or-deter- 
mined by their own wil, but by the commands and determinati- 
ons of the publick Conſcience. And: if there'be any = inthe 
command, he that impoſed it ſhall a»ſwer for it;and #or'l, whoſe 
whole diity it is to obey, > 97.3 22% IF 22 2094 8 

' -1b4d. The Commands of 'Authorsty wilt warrant my Obedience; 
my obedience Will ballow or at leaft excuſe myaBzon; and; ſo ſecure 
me from if not from: error, becauſe I follow the beſt gaude and 
moſt probable diref:on I am capable of 3, and though I may wis 
fake, my integrity ſhall preſerve my i#noconce-  Ave/in all doabt-- 
ful and diſputable c4fvs,- it is-betzer'to err with Auchonity, than to- 
be in the r7:ght again it, . \V'*v9 1 4140 44 
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+> 'P. 309% And henetin of ſuch MArter 6itheix a are 
uhe Supream rol of Apia | 
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P92. Mankind hes arbe Came natural right Ki 
ty of Conſcience, a$ in a 2 guftrve and honeſty ;/:. 6, ſony 
of jj gerwent;} but-not of 1praftece; * They bave an inviolable | 
dow to examine the goodneit of all Lewes; Moral and Eccleſiſti» | 
cal, and .to:judge of them by tedaiaabloneincd the: mens pg | 
ſons of good and evi/; but as for the practiſe of.all oumardiathy 

ons either of ./avve dn: Dewtion/Ithey are equally governaple by 
the Laws and Gonſtitutions of Commonyealths ;. - and'men mey 
withthe ſame prectence of | Reaſop,. chailenge an exemption from 
all bymane Laws. _—__ ers:of- common honeſty, upon the ſcore * 
of the freedom of their Conſciences, ay they plead A liberty from 
all Authority in drities Pot atyedem upon the (ame accounts 
hou {hey have is þ-r015 epi both of: prafice im 

Nenner: 15VC2ID Yi.- 

Ibid, And upoy-the atonchiches of this Privoials, is founy 
ded the Duty (or rather priviledge) of Chriſtian Liberty, 

P.94. So that Chijſtian Liberty, or" the inward freedom of 
our judgments may be preſerved 3»violable under the reftraints of the 
Civil-Magiftcatey, wich: WhaPer6, and Concern evly the atl;- 
ons oy judgments of men-- - - 

P.95. The xbole affair of Chiiſian lheves, relates only to eur 
Inward judgment. of [things 3 and provided this be- kept i510latey 
it matters nat (as to —_ Concern 2 what refirner are laid-upen 
- Our ontward acti 7 

Ibid, As long as we bs the Jetermioations of our ir Supervargy 
with an opinton: 'of the indiffereicy of the things themſelves, we 
retain the” power:of our: Chriſtian: /rberty,. 2nd are ſtill free as to | 
the matter of the Law, 'though not as - to the Dmty. of - Obedi- 
Ence. ; 

'/P,30I. Where the difates:of 2 private Conſcience happen.to 
thwart the determinations of the publick Laws, they. ig that caſe 
loſe their binding power, | 


' P.303. 


= .” s WV F414 


| i) ) 

* F305; And POWs * 77% the-riclindtictis: of ous | 
own dowbtoundſcniples; is fokubfrom QUT Ps. ho ion 
eminent ipftince of verrm.. 4% 19 15'5 


”_ Bak hy TID Uncharirable and: bien" Drnſunev 4.1 "ag = - 
OE THE 4 C10 WHIt1901-1]5] exits r 93419 int 
"iP. "uy 7-'Ane wheteſore 16 quarrel Mich thoſe: Forms m Pubs. 
lick: worſhip, which /are eſtabliſhed by: Aathority;''only: becaiiſe- 
oy ate Gimme Inſtitutions; 19 at dice notoſious: 7 YArKy Bps 
be 0No. s bi 13k þ {14 454443 1 * 


He that as croſs 1 to the Commands of Amthortty, he i is 2 pany” : 


and fatiom perſon, {4:9 4 ITE it V& 57G J "6 


P.22z, If they would but make it part of their buſineſs to 
undeceive the People; bur they d4dr>n60 ter: them andy their Br- 
rowrs, left: they thould forfeit both their ect og their Kepms. 
(ation. 203 UySll 
"P:27725 And then: he. protendy:Cairens;lqnhyrowouch bis) 
Humour and his I»ſolence. 1: e. he is a Villain and a 

""P:277. , The trith* of it'is5* Some 2ew ff  fo'{mpertintnr 
Sctuptes ; they live erfaved' 'therdſebvesito- 1foltes, and ave 
reſolved to'trow' old" in! a voluntary hondege ?10=Enfles and: 
Fovteries” 

, P.284- And as queazy, avilie-ton(Co6ſe enced; ned 
erg to'its $iperisrs.Comthitsde'y/ on Bo enough to- 
oli # Rebellion inovittaty ; { ah42whi ML fikes/apaioftia-poar! 
i8bocent Ceremony, it is ſcarce ever Rit'dWith: Np" Fax 


Gzong and Cruelty. 9293 1D -Df wa W cn $2132: 


The Churches ab fait Pnn Fa ho Exiinlabls Aavs 23: 

ef. God' s Publick, Warſpip. 

g YN LOG BL 0) kywant iis 

rY 104, Ip. the Moſaick diſpenſation, indeed God took ſpecial 
care to preſcribe the'parricn/ar Rites #hd Cereimonies of this Mor 
ſhip, not {6 Much by reafor! of th&nweſyor theirkbiagett lb;ras: 
becauſe bf the! ſortiſiveſs''ande"Riplatt 06th Abes Tree But: 
When mankind was growo'up to'2"viprriunderfiending; hed did 


ER 
God cancel the old Dj fciplize6f the Law" and'by the _—— 
eus 


k 


(8&)) 
Jefirs Chriſt eſtabliſhed: 3 more: wary and ratrove/ Diſpepſation 5 
in. which, - as he hath been noxe ſolzzrram to acquaint us-With the. 
main and fundamental Articles of Religion ; ſo.has be ſcarce at-all 
concerned himſelf in exterior Rites and Significations ( the tws 
Sacraments excepted). but for all dther, Rites and Ceremonies of ex- 
ternal Service, he has left their z»tire diſpoſal to the power and diſ= 
cretion of the Church ir ſ{elfs Knowing, that as loyg'as men had wit 
and reaſon-enough to manage the cv1l Afﬀairs of Commonwealtbs, 
they could not" wart Prudence {0 jade what circumſtances were, 
conducive to Order and Decensy in Publick Worſhip, 6s? ip 


+. + Ld JO SDN ESBINCAT GT 
Scripture, no adequate Rule of Worſhip, 


T58 t21lh..20, 2129, 35 253g nnd blown a; FI 
-'P.1x74:; That -othing ought to beeſtabliſhed in the Worſhip of 
God, but. what is-authoriſed by ſome Precept or Example 1n the 
Ford of God, that is the complete and adequate Rile of Wor- 
(hip: This very Principle is the only foxntarn. and foundation of 
: "P:x 80;/: Why ate not-the Holy Jeriqrures. af peifeR a Rule of 
Civil as of Eccleſiaſtical Policy ? Why ſhould they nogbe as com 
plete a Syſeme-of :Ethicks, as they are a Canon of Worſhip ? Why 
do not theſe men require from the Scriptures expreſs commands 
for every atiron they d0 in compoy life ? 1 
- P:181.- +Hom dare/they take;any Phy/ickh but what is-preſctibed 
in the #ord of God 2 How dazeithey Commence.a Suit at Law, with- 
out.warranty from Scriptare 2. How dare they do any natural ator 
without particular advice and direQion of Holy writ ? bs 
P.196. And this may ſuffice to demonſttate the upparallel'd 
Follies and Milſchief$ of: this Principle. | 


; 4d \ IJ %\ *, * % « > F: 
Magiſtrates incited to Severity againft Nonconformiſts. 


P.25'3-In'brief, the only cauſe of all our troubles,and diftur- 
bances, is: the inflexible perverſneſs of about an hundred proud, 
igtiorant and Seditzony, Preathers, again whom if the ſeverity of \ 
the Laws were panticulatly /eveled, how eafie would itbe, in ſome 
competent time, toreduce the people, &c, | 


P.257. 


” + a 


T  --* P.257. Princes have noreafon to abridge themſelves in the ex- 
F  -erciſe of their lawful Power, o»e/y becauſe ſome of their Subje&s 
' "w;jll[notlearto be modeſt and ingenious. | A 
: 'P,270. Governours muſt look tothe. Pwblick, and let Tender - 
\Conſeiences look to:Themſelves,n bo | | ; 
P:;271. And therefore if [Princes will be reſolute,. (azd if they I 
- will. governs ſothey muſt be ) they May eafily make the moſt ſtubboru be. 3 
Coniciences bend ro their Commands : But if they will not, they A 
muſt ſubmit Themſelves and their Power to all the follies and pa(- 
fions of their SubjeRs : Forthere are no Conceits.ſo extravagant, 
or ſo pernicious, that may: not paſs for-Princjples. of Conſci- 
ence. {> | | 
P. 286. Irthe mean while, we /ce what is to be done in the Caſe 
of Tender Conſciences. If they are aRed by calm andpeaceable 
Principles, they wHl not defrre liberty ; if they are not, they will 
not deſerve it, 
| P.309, And every Conſcience that is not th perſwaded, is 
| . Upon that account the reckoned as ſedsrzous and unpeaceable,, and 
ſo to be created accordingly. 


And'now Chr://ian Reader, be thou of what Party ax-Profeſſion 
ſoever, judge whether the Author of theſe recited Paſſages, be as 
he would perſwade the World, of a tawe and ſoftly bumour,' and ſa. 
cold a Complexion, that he ts not capable of bot and fiery Fapr effect. 
Sure this kind of Language was born not under the frig:d but ror- 
rid Zone.. If he be thus fiery in his cold Fit, what ſhall be expeRed 
from him in his hot 2 If he be ſo wad when he is tame, that nothing 
| can bound his fire and fwry;. alas whodurlt think of ſeeing bim in 
a »i/d humour? If Lightning, Storms-and Ehunder,. trouble a ſe- 
reve Air, what Tempeſts will a troubled have ? Doth the coolneſs of 
his Spiric produce ſuch beat, what will the boj/ings of his Paſſion 
do # But Irather think the Gent/emar's miltaken in his own Conp- 
plexion, and ig too partial in his own Charatter..;. He would dowell. 
to conſult his fate Book, toreRife his Apprebenſions, and calcu= 
late his Temper from that Ceridsan.: There he hath. formed: bis 
Efpzie,. raiſed hig Statue, limped and pourtrayed; himſelf to the: 
C. a | Fife. 
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Tife. AnEnterprize impoſſible for asy other Perſon to have-.ac2 - F 
compliſhed : For Charity would have. obliged others to a better | 
opinion of him, than he hath-now-plaily told us he merits, They 
would bave-draws him to ſome likelier advantege. And becauſe 
he is a Minifer, and an Archb:ſhops Chaplarm, it: muſt neceflarity 
have ben ſaid, He is queſtionlefs a'Man of Conſcience, Honeſty, 
Candour, and good Nature; but be/has declared the quite contre- 
ry; and is not aſhamed publiquely to relinquiſh the leaſt intereſt 
in thoſe Noble Qualities. "His Friends and Admirers ate behold. 
ing to him for undeceiving them;: It iindeed ſomething firange, 
that he who bold/y determines Rdtgonto. be nothing elſe but Me. 
rality, and terms them Yilzins who offer to ſuppoſe a diftinRion.z 
ſhould yet be ſo manifeſtly defeRive in common Vertnes. Are not 
not the Yzolences of Paſſion, Pride, Fury, Malice, and Inſolence, 
Immoralitics, and greet ones too ?. How ealie.upon his own Prize 
ciples, may we prove bim a Graceleſs Perſon ? If all the mention- 
ed Evils (and «Complication of many others) do not .evidently 
ſhew themſelves in his'late Diſcourſe, I hag loſt my Senſe and 
Reaſon. They are but ſome Expreflions (amongſt a multitude of 
the like nature) that I have colle&ed together ; for a fuller ſatis. | 
faQion I refer the Reader to the Book it ſelf. miſe and ſober men 
are aſtoniſhed at his Extravagancies and intemperate Railings, 
cannot gueſs at his Deſign, unleſs it be (#»der the Colour of oppeſing 
Toleration, and aſperſing the Phanaticks) to throw dirt on Chriftia» 
nity it ſelf 5, and infiead of the Goſpel of Jefus Chriſt, to intro- 
duce an Ethnical Religion. For ſhould his nat:0xs be embraced, 
Faith, Juſtification, the Merit of Chriſt, and Salvation by ir, may 
reaſonably be exploded, and a Philoſophical Creed j»(tle out the Chri- 
flian, For elſe what _is the import of that paſſage, page 77, 
The whole flate of Aﬀairs i briefly this ; Mas ts fent into the world 
to live bappily berg, and prepire himſelf for bappineſs bereafter ; thi 
2 attained by the prattiſe of Moral Vertnes, and Prous Devotions, If 
Moral Vertwes have fo full an influence into a Chriſtians felicuty, 
In vain do men talk of a Mediator ; people need nor trouble them= 
ſelves abvut the Son of. God : And Socrates, Seneca , and Plate, 

; were in rhe right Religion, and the path-way to Heaven, Chri- 
Rianity, not a whit ſapetior to Paganiſm; we may ever part With , 
| | | OUT 


.F ur Bis/es, ot only read them as Romances, to ſpend'an'idle hour; 
Some therefore think, the young 134% had a-mind to be taken no. 
rice of, and doubting whether bis wie would make him famous e- 
aough, he reſolved his wickedneſs ſhould ;, like the poor obſcure 
Fellow in Epheſus, that to perpetuate his Name, buratdown'the 
Temple of Dians, Others are inclined to think, He writ. this 
Book, more out of b«mony than deſign, to ſport hiinſelf a while, 
- And the rather do they imagine it, becauſe he has in his Preach. 
' ing vented wild and untoward Notions ; being told of, and blamed 
for it, he hath uſed to put off all with a Puſh, he was bat is je#F, 
aud be ſpoke as the preſent fancy or humour took, him. | However it 
be, the thing is highly ctiminal and notoriouſly wicked. 1 pray God 
thew him wherein he bas offended, that he may do no mote ſo wick- 
edly- I doubt not but he will /coff at me for intereſting my ſelf 
ſo much in his concerns, but I care not ; let him take heed that 
that Scripture be not one day ſadly fulfilled upon him, That Gee 
ſhall langh at his calanuty, and mock when hu fear cometh. 1 might 
tell the Reader of a Sermon he preached lately at Covent- Garden- 
Church, much of the ſame complexion with his Book, decrying an 
zpated Righteouſneſs, .railing at Pharaticks, jearing them with 
leling upon Chiift,calling them Lybberly Believers, &c. Aſperfing 
our Learned and Pious Reformers of Religion , openly aflerting 
that they wanted either it.or Jadgement. Beſides the Popiſh 
Detirine then delivered, that Good Works are the Canſes of Juſii- 
fication, And ſuch-like ffraivs ag theſe doth he commonly finff 
his Diſcourſes withal. * | 

Burt I ſhall no further trouble the Reader with an account of his 
drolling and prophane Wit : Iintend neither an Anſwer to, nor 
 Animaderſions on his Book: I am too conſcious of my own weak= 
neſs and incapacity for ſuch,a Wgrk. 1 Thall but acquaint thee 
with one particular, liable it may be to miſ-conſtruion, and that 
is, about the Magiſtrates Dominion in Eccleſiaſtical Matters, I 
am far from diſowning their Power, I do not at all queſtion his 


Mijefties Right in the Government of the Charch and Stat both ; © 
and when the Publick Miniſtry pray for him, as bzing in all Cauſes, + _. 


and over all Perſons, ec. 1 do not refuſe my Aﬀſent, Onely in my 
poor Opinion, Mr, P. has given the Magiſtrate that abſolute Au» 
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chority which T thick 86 Olirithan Prince! 
| as he confidently'infiouat Y- 
conviction it belong'd not to their Prey0RON 
and O»ely Perſon'thatT kngw, or have heard by wo hath ſa 
ed Conſcience ſo wnlimitedly fo Secular Sovetaighry'm Dre | 
0h> However, ſuppoſing this aw'Error-in mes: * and thags| 
Snudcent,, in barely relating his words upbn: this ubje, leavin 
i to-the Confiruction of the Peruſer, without 
my o9-upon them. 


x 
« 


And new Reader, & ſhall-no Jong er: 
but onely LI the liberty to wiſh w; 


rencerand Diviſions, the blotting.out all Di 
and the promoting of Carhalick;Chi3ityamonght Brethren 2. 
U true Chriſtians'ms +. endeavour io. pleſerve the Unity if: 
- Bin the Boud of Page EY 
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